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Poire des Contrats," was a notable occasion for iety ; and extensive preparations were made be-rehand for the enjoyment of a thoroughly festive ne. A house was hired by Madame Hanska id the Mniszechs, and furniture, carriages, and rvants, were despatched in advance. The weather, >wever, was an important consideration ; and on is occasion, owing to the unusual inclemency of e season, the roads were unfortunately impassable,
that the pleasure trip had to be deferred from e middle till the end of February. This was > doubt a sad disappointment to the Countess nna, who thereby missed much enjoyment, and Le delay must have caused intense irritation to the ipatient Balzac, but Madame Hanska's feelings i the subject remain, as usual, enigmatical. When the Wierzchownia party at last arrived
Kiev, Madame Georges Mniszech found plenty ' gaiety awaiting her, and enjoyed herself im-ensely, going out to balls in costumes of regal agnificence. Her partners were often very >ugh, and on one occasion Balzac relates that a indkerchief belonging to the young Countess, hich had cost more than 500 francs, was torn
pieces in a figure of the mazurka, in which en contend for the dancer's handkerchief. How-rer, "La mere adorable" at once repaired the ;ficiency in her daughter's trousseau by presenting ir with one of the best of her own, "twice as le, with only linen enough to blow one's nose on,
1   -fit/a   Y»/3C'4-   l-na-in rv   TT.-n «<T-iciT-»    T-X rvi TI +•   lo/->o  "alzac, 420.ublous  life which awaited   her   as   Madame   Honore   de   Balzac.ou CEuvre," by Julien Lemer.
17account of the case, and may be found in " Un dernier chapitre de I'Histoire des (Euvres de H. de Balzac/' by the Vicomte de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul.
